
How To Perform CWD 
 Inspections & Inventories 



Types of Identification (ID) 

 In the CWD Herd Certification 
Program (HCP), animals are required 
to have two forms of ID, and at least 
one of these must be “Official ID”. 

 In the next few slides, you’ll see what 
constitutes “official ID” and what 
doesn’t. 



Non-Official ID 

 Also called “Farm Tags” 

 Numbers are not unique 

    w/in the United States 

 Used for herd management 

 Lots of different 

    manufacturers 

 Also includes tattoos  

    and brands 



Official ID 

 Nationally Unique Number 
 Used for government disease 

eradication/control programs 
 Has a US Shield or State Name listed 
 Illegal to remove from animal 
 Veterinarians and Producers may request 

these from the Oklahoma Department of 
Agriculture at no charge 

 Two options: 
 Metal “Brite” Tags 
 Plastic “840” Tags 

 



Official ID – Metal “Brite” Tags 

 Metal Tags following USDA’s National 
Uniform Eartagging System format 

 State abbreviation or two digit state code 
(Oklahoma is OK or 73) 

 2 to 3 letters 

 4 numbers 



Official ID – Plastic “840” Tags  

 Plastic Tags following USDA’s Animal 
Identification Numbering format 

 15 digits beginning with “840” 

 No letters 

 



Difference Between a CWD 
“Inventory” and “Inspection” 

 On the next two slides, you’ll learn 
the difference between a CWD 
“Inventory” and “Inspection”. 

 A CWD Inventory is more thorough than 
a CWD Inspection and requires hands on 
confirmation of identification. 



CWD “Inventory” 

 An “Inventory” is performed when a herd first enrolls 
in the CWD Herd Certification Program, and then 
every 3 years thereafter during the 4 month window 
between January 1 and April 1. 

 All animals (regardless of age or origin) must be listed 
on the inventory sheet and have 2 forms of ID that 
must include at least one official ID. 

 All forms of ID must be physically verified by the 
veterinarian on all animals. 

 Most CWD Certified herds also have Tuberculosis Herd 
Accreditation and Brucellosis Herd Certification 
Statuses.  The CWD Inventory should be paired with 
the re-accreditation/re-certification testing to limit the 
number of times animals are handled.  
 



CWD “Inspection” 

 An “Inspection” is performed during the 4 month 
window between January 1 and April 1during the 2 
off-years between inventories. 

 Only the following animals are required to be listed on 
the inspection sheet and are required to have 2 forms 
of ID that must include at least one official ID: 
 All animals 12 months of age or older, and 
 All purchased additions, regardless of age 

 All animals in the herd must be confirmed by the 
veterinarian.  However, farm IDs may be verified from 
a distance by binocular with the official ID simply 
cross-referenced in the owner’s records.  Although ID 
is not physically verified during inspections, each ID 
eligible animal (listed above) must still have two 
forms of ID. 
 



Completing the CWD 
Inventory/Inspection 

 Now that you know about the different types of ID 
and the difference between inventories and 
inspections, you’ll learn how to complete the 
inventory/inspection. 

 Near the end of the year, CWD HCP participants will 
be mailed 4 documents: 

 Cover letter assigning an inventory or inspection 

 The previous year’s inventory or inspection 

     (slide 12) 

 A blank New Addition’s Form 

     (slide 14) 

 A CWD HCP Agreement Form 

     (slide 16) 



Reconciling the Previous Year’s 
Inventory/Inspection 

 On the next slide you’ll see an example of a previous year’s 
inventory/inspection that the participant will receive. 

 Once you have confirmed an animal’s presence in the herd and its 
identification, simply place a check mark in the “Notes” section for 
that animal. 
 If species, sex, birthdate, or ID is listed incorrectly, strike it out with 

corrected information. 

 If an animal was sold since the last inventory/inspection, place an 
“S” in the “Notes” section with the name, date, city, state. 

 If an animal died since the last inventory/inspection, place a “D” in 
the “Notes” section with the date and sampling vet’s name. 
 CWD test results will need to be submitted with the 

inventory/inspection. 
 If the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture has already received test 

results, these animals will have already been removed from the 
inventory/inspection form and do not need to be accounted for.  

 The full instructions for reconciling the previous year’s 
inventory/inspection can also be found on the CWD HCP 
Agreement Form. 

 





CWD Herd Additions Form 

 This is the same concept as the previous form, 
however, these animals are new to the herd since the 
last inventory/inspection and therefore have to have 
their origin listed: 

 Natural Addition (NA), or  

 Purchased Addition (PA – name, date, city, state) 

 Animals that have been purchased and already 
sold/died since the last inventory/inspection must be 
included on this form. 

 In these cases, you will have to rely on the 
participants records for this information. 

 Instructions are also listed on the form itself. 

 

 





CWD HCP Agreement Form 

 After the two previous forms are 
complete, this form must be signed 
by both the veterinarian and 
producer. 

 This form also includes instructions 
on reconciling the previous year’s 
inventory/inspection. 





Miscellanceous Information 

 The participant will need to submit the following to 
the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture no later than 
April 1st: 
 Previous year’s reconciled inventory/inspection, 
 Completed new additions form, 
 Any CWD Test Results not accounted for, and 
 Signed Agreement Form 

 The herd owner may fill out the inspection/inventory 
forms prior to arrival of the veterinarian.  However, it 
is the responsibility of the veterinarian to confirm that 
all animals listed are accounted for, listed correctly, 
and identification verified. 

 The veterinarian may rely on the producer for 
information regarding animal age, origin, and 
destination. 
 



Questions? 

 Call Nichole Carrillo or Dr. Justin 
Roach at 405-522-6124. 


